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Minutes 
APA-IA Chapter Board Meeting 

Friday, November 15, 2019 
 

 
1.0 Call to Order 

1.1 President Dylan Mullenix called the meeting of the American Planning Association 
Iowa Chapter to order at 10:02 am at DART Central Station, 620 Cherry Street, Des 
Moines, IA. 

 
2.0 Roll Call 

Executive Board 
Officers 
+ Dylan Mullenix President 
+ Madeline Sturms Vice President 
+ Ben Champ Past President 
+ Tony Filippini Secretary 
+ Zach Young Treasurer 
 
Professional Development Officer 
+ David Wilwerding  
 
Planning Board Member 
NP Trina Flack  
 
University Representatives 
+ Charles Connerly University of Iowa 
NP Francis Owusu Iowa State University 
 
Program Area Chairs 
+ Chris Janson Chapter Development 
+ Anne Russett Chapter Development 
+ Chris Shires Professional Development 
+ Melissa Tiedemann Outreach / Advocacy 
+ Rose Schroder Outreach / Advocacy 
+ Steven Van Steenhuyse Legislative & Policy 
NP Charlie Cowell Recognition / Awards 
+ Emily Bothell Recognition / Awards 
+ Liesl Seabert Public Relations / Communications 
 
At-Large Members 
+ Charlie Nichols  
+ Alexsis Fleener  
+ Jim Holz  
 
Liaisons (non-voting) 
+ Leon Begay University of Iowa Graduate 
+ Julia Hertaus Iowa State University Undergraduate 
NP Sarah Runkel Iowa State University Graduate 
+ Bret VandeLune County Planning / Flood Officials 
NP Mark Land Floodplain / Stormwater Management 

  
18  (of 21) - Voting Members Present (notated “+”) (12 required to achieve quorum) 
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3.0 Introduction and Welcoming of Any Guests/Others 
  Guests in attendance: Jerry Anthony, John Peterson, Kristina Sickles. 

  
4.0 Approval of Agenda and Minutes 

4.1 Approval of Agenda for Friday, November 15, 2019.   
  Motion by Sturms, seconded by Wilwerding. Unanimous Approval. 

4.2 Approval of the Minutes, as read, from Friday, September 20, 2019.   
  Motion by Seabert, seconded by Young. Unanimous Approval. 
 
5.0 APA Iowa Membership Forum/Input 

Mullenix opened the floor for membership input. 
 
John Peterson presented on an opportunity with Active Living Iowa, started by the Iowa 
Department of Public Health. John presented to the board that he has the opportunity to 
lead the Active Living Iowa group with the concurrence of the Iowa APA Chapter Board. 
Those in attendance were supportive of John’s efforts. 

  
6.0 Business Items  

6.1 Chapter only membership for 2019 Iowa APA Conference non-member registrants. 
Mullenix presented that in past years, non-APA members who registered for the 
APA-IA conference have been extended one-year APA-IA Chapter membership. 13 
names from the APA-IA Conference in Iowa City were determined to not be members 
and proposed to receive a year of Chapter Only membership. 

 
Motion made by Shires, seconded by Young. Unanimous Approval. 
 

6.2 Approve 2020 Chapter Budget 
 

Young reviewed the agenda as presented. He stated that the student scholarship 
amounts were low and were to be increased. 
Motion made by Holz, seconded by Shires. Unanimous Approval. 

 
6.3 Approve 2020 Board Meeting Dates 

Mullenix presented the proposed 2020 meeting dates.  
 January 17, 2020 -   Iowa State University (Ames) 
 March 27, 2020 -  TBD 
 May 15, 2020 -  Des Moines 
 July 17, 2020 -  TBD 
 September 18, 2020 -  University of Iowa (Iowa City) 
 November 20, 2020 - TBD 
 
Motion to approve the 2020 board meeting dates and locations, made by Streams, 
seconded by Seabert. Unanimous Approval. 
 

6.4 Approve 2020 Legislative Agenda 
Van Steenhuyse presented a review of the 2019 legislative agenda.  
 

• Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Reform 
o Recognizes that TIF is an important tool for local governments and 

supports the flexibility provided under current law. 
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• Water Quality and Conservation 
o Supports funding and programs that facilitate and encourage nutrient 

reduction in Iowa’s water bodies and improve Iowa’s water quality. 
Furthermore, APA Iowa supports watershed-level planning that 
address urban and rural water quality, flood mitigation, and water 
recreation. 

• Smart Planning Principles 
o Supports comprehensive planning and the Smart Planning Principles 

outlined in Iowa Code and opposes any legislation to remove or 
weaken the practice of sound planning in Iowa’s communities. 

• Enhance Iowa Funding 
o Supports programs that provide additional funding and/or incentives 

that encourage economic development. This includes support and 
additional funding for the newly created Enhance Iowa program and 
that program’s Community Attraction and Tourism (CAT), River 
Enhancement Community Attraction and Tourism (RECAT), and 
Sports Tourism funds. 

• Brownfield/Grayfield Redevelopment  
o Supports efforts and funding to enhance the Brownfield and Grayfield 

Redevelopment program to encourage sustainable development and 
to revitalize blighted and distressed areas. 

• Minimum Wage 
o Supports a statewide increase to the minimum wage to ensure equity 

in economic development efforts as well as to ensure income 
thresholds for social services are not disproportionate across the state. 

• Local Control of Planning Issues 
o Believes local jurisdictions should have control on planning issues and 

opposes state legislation that mandates regulations or limits local 
planning and zoning powers. Examples issues include the regulation 
of adult oriented businesses, residential occupancy restrictions, 
firework legalization, and cellular tower/small cell placement. 

• Livable Communities 
o Supports state policies that seek to improve quality of life by 

promoting development of safe, accessible, and vibrant environments. 
Policies could address sustainable land use, mixed use developments, 
multigenerational and affordable housing, alternative transportation, 
and efforts to help residents age in place. 

• Housing 
o Supports increased investment in affordable housing programs, 

including the State Housing Trust Fund, Workforce Housing Tax 
Credits, and other programs that support the modification of homes to 
help people age in place. 

 
Van Steenhuyse recommends reconsidering the minimum wage priority now that the 
State legislature has mandated a state level wage. 
 
Van Steenhuyse recommends including a priority on land banking. Board is 
supportive of including a new priority in the agenda for land banking policy. 
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Iowa Great Places and Climate Change are additional topics the board suggested. Van 
Steenhuyse will prepare policy statements for what was discussion for future board 
consideration. 
 
No action was taken. 
 
*Fleener joined the meeting at 10:28 am. 
*Champ joined the meeting at 10:33 am. 
 

6.5 All Iowa Reception at 2019 National Planning Conference Funding (Houston) 
Mullenix presented to the board that the chapter historically contributes to an all-
Iowa reception along with participation from Iowa State and University of Iowa. The 
2020 National Planning Conference will be located in Houston, Texas.  
 
Motion to approve funding by Young and seconded by Van Steenhuyse. Unanimous 
Approval. 

 
7.0 Discussion Items 

7.1 Review of 2019 Iowa-APA Conference (Iowa City) 
Sturms presented a review of the state conference activities. Sturms mentioned that 
the venue did reduce the room rental and food costs due to issues with the venue. 
The board discussed feedback received in the post-conference survey. 
 
In addition, Mullenix plans to do a review with the Iowa City local conference 
committee to evaluate the planning process and improvements. The conference 
committee will be working to compile the presentations from the conference to post 
to the chapter website. 
 
Fleener presented that Mentor Match sessions at the conference went well.  

 
7.2 2020 Upper Midwest Conference (Des Moines) 

Mullenix reported that he will be reaching out to the National APA President to 
attend the 2020 conference. He also presented that agreements with the events 
center have been signed and that the local planning committee is being developed 
and will convene in January 2020 to begin organizing. Sturms reported to the board 
that Kristina, the Chapter Administrator, will be our key personnel to organize many 
aspects of the conference.  

 
8.0 Officers Reports 

8.1 President (Mullenix)  
Mullenix reported Perkins has resigned as of the end of October 2019 and 
commended her great work over years. Mullenix also recognized Filippini for his 
term ending as Chapter Secretary at the end of the year. 
Mullenix reported that he will have a chapter report available at the beginning of 
2020. 
Mullenix reminded the board to send him photos and bios for the website. 

 
8.2 Vice President (Sturms)  

Sturms reported she will be finalizing the contract with Ottumwa for the 2021 
conference.  
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Sturms also reported that National APA has asked chapters about having a climate 
and sustainability liaison. Someone has been identified to serve in that role. 

 
8.3 Immediate Past-President (Champ) 

  Champ gave a report on a program review session he participated in at University of 
Iowa. 

 
8.4 Secretary (Filippini)  
8.4.1 Filippini provided a membership update through October 2019. 

 
8.5 Treasurer (Young)  

Young reported that he has experienced issues with US Bank and was unable to 
provide a report. He reported that the Chapter has $86,000 in the account. After 
paying bills, should expect to have $42,000 balance. The chapter will be transferring 
the account to a bank in coordination with our new Chapter Administrator.  

 
9.0 Executive Board Reports 

9.1 Professional Development Officer (Wilwerding) 
Wilwerding reported that the AICP testing window is open through Monday. Nine 
registered for the exam. 

 
9.2 Planning Board Member (Flack) 

No report. 
 

9.3 University of Iowa (Connerly) 
Connerly reported results from the University of Iowa program review. 
 

9.4 Iowa State University (Owusu) 
No report. 
 

9.5 At-Large Representative (Holz/Nichols/Fleener) 
At-large representatives reported their activities. 
 

9.6 Chapter Development Program (Janson/Russett) 
Russett reported that next Thursday will be the next Corridor happy hour at Joe’s 
Place in Iowa City. Russett also reported that Iowa City has created a Climate Action 
Commission and ask if planners would be interested in volunteering assistance for 
the commission. 
Janson reported that he plans to set up events for the next 6-months. 
 
*Schroder joined the meeting at 11:34 am. 
 

9.7 Professional Development (Shires) 
Shires reported that he will work to organize the next board meeting in Ames in 
January. 
 
*Nichols joined the meeting at 11:36 am. 
 

9.8 Outreach / Advocacy Program (Schroder/Tiedemann) 
Tiedemann reported that they will be engaging other organizations on activities that 
may be able to collaborate on in the fall during the conference. 
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Schroder reported that they are continuing to engage other organizations. 
 

9.9 Legislative and Policy Program (Van Steenhuyse) 
Van Steenhuyse reported that APA will be hosting a State Legislative Summer in 
Richmond, VA. in December. He also reported that the annual Design Professionals 
Day on the Hill will take place in January. He will be working with AIA for more 
information. He plans to find ways to have more planners engage with their law 
makers.  
  

9.10 Recognition / Awards Program (Cowell/Bothell) 
Bothell reported that they sent a press release with the 2019 award winners and that 
the award presentation is now available on the chapter website. The chairs also have 
photos of the event and are available if anyone is interested. 
 

9.11 Public Relations / Communication Program (Seabert) 
Seabert reported that Facebook activity is steady. She asked to continue to send her 
items to share. Next newsletter will be going out in early January. 
 

9.12 University of Iowa Graduate Program (Begay) 
Begay reported that students are taking advantage of the activities of the chapter. 
Begay also reported that the students are planning a road trip to Detroit, MI in 
March. Finally, requested that the Student Chapter information on the chapter 
website to be updated with student organization information. 
 

9.13 Iowa State University Undergraduate Program (Hertaus) 
Hertaus reported that students are involved in a number of plans around the State of 
Iowa such as the City of Ames comprehensive plan and the state bike plan. The 
student club is working on ways to boost enrollment in the program. 
Hertaus mentioned that the students had in the past had organized a Firm Crawl and 
are interested in re-organizing an event in the spring around the Des Moines area. 
 

9.14 Iowa State University Graduate Program (Runkel) 
No report. 
 

9.15 County Planning and Zoning Officials of Iowa (VandeLune) 
No report. 
 

9.16 Iowa Floodplain and Stormwater Management Association (Land) 
No report. 
 

10.0 Other Items Not on the Agenda 
 
 

11.0 Upcoming Board Meetings 
The September meeting is scheduled in Ames on Friday the 17th of January at 10 a.m. in 
Ames. 
 

12.0 Adjournment of the Board Meeting 
Mullinex adjourned the meeting at  11:51 a.m. 
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                           Date:     
Dylan Mullenix, AICP 
President 
 
 
 
                           Date:     
Madeline Sturms, AICP 
Vice President 


