


YEP! Youth Engagement Planning



YEP! believes in a world where the 
voices of our youth resonate 

powerfully.





YEP! is a non-profit organization focused on 
educating young people in grades K-12 about 
urban planning and civic engagement and 
teaching planners how to incorporate youth into 
the planning process.

YEP! creates opportunities for youth to 
meaningfully advocate for change in their own 
communities.

YEP! visits schools across the country — educating 
young people about planning and mentoring those 
interested in exploring a career in planning.

YEP! specializes in customizing curriculum, training 
workshops, conference and school events, and 
research.

YEP! partners with schools, agencies, cities, 
organizations, APA National, APA Chapters and 
Divisions.

YEP! - WHAT WE DO!



YEP! believes that our future leaders are 
not mere spectators, but active 
participants in shaping their own 

communities!







YEP! believes our mission is to educate, 
empower, and guide the young minds 

of this generation.



To educate youth about the planning process, 
effective governance and advocacy, and good 
citizenship.

To introduce youth to careers in planning –
especially in underserved communities, so that 
future generations of planners genuinely represent 
the communities they serve.

To facilitate real leadership opportunities for youth 
so that they can meaningfully participate in 
advocacy, provide input in community plan-making, 
and share their valuable perspectives.

To support volunteers focusing on educating youth 
about urban planning and civic engagement.

To provide tools and resources so that planners feel 
empowered to involve youth in planning processes.

YEP! MISSION - WHY WE DO IT!



YEP! believes our mission is 
profound in its simplicity.



During the 2020 U.S. Census, the United States 
consisted of 331 million people. Of the 331 million, 
73.1 million people, or 22% of the population, are 
under the age of 18. And 30 million are between 
the ages of 18-24.

Young people represent a significant portion of 
our communities and should play an equally 
significant role in how we plan for our 
communities!

THE POWER OF YOUTH

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DbNAH8G3QCY&feature=youtu.be


YEP! believes that youth have the power 
to shape the future of all communities 

and to pioneer positive changes.



Youth Engagement Benefits 

● Improved Plans

● Leadership Opportunities

● Citizenship and Service

● Better Use of Youth-Serving Resources

● Exposure to Careers in Local Government



Youth Engagement Best Practices







YEP! believes that true 
representation begins early.



Urban Planning Awareness 
Outreach



Guide to Youth Engagement



The Planning Day in School curriculum is anchored 

by a collection of original, trademarked modules 

available through the YEP! organization. 

With your class, school, or district, we can build an 

age-/grade-appropriate series of activities to 

maximize the use of a class period, half-day, or 

full-day.

We can also customize the Planning Day in School 

curriculum to suit the current themes and subjects 

being explored in your classes!

● What Do Planners Do?

● Key Planning Vocabulary

● Key Planning Icons

● Map Exercise

● Imagine Your City

● We Are All Connected

● Observing Your Community

● Meaningful Colors and Plans 

● If I Were An Urban Planner...

● The Wind Farmer 

● Every Trip Has A Story (Transportation 

Activity)

● The Fabric of a City (Infill Development 

Activity)

● Neighborhood Pride

● Game Play Community Engagement

● Planning Word Searches/Crossword Puzzles 



Planning Day in School



Urban Planning 
Curriculum



Adventures in Planning



“2019 APA Division Achievement Award for 

Education Excellence.” 
Award received in partnership with APA Women & 

Planning Division in recognition for 

“Women & Planning: The Next Generation,” 

featuring the “Girls Who Plan” Program.



Girl Scouts of America: City Planning Patch



Build Your City with YEP!

Join Community Development Director, Corrin Wendell, for a fun hands-on activity-filled week learning about City 
Planning! Explore how cities are built during Build Your City week, learning more about how cities are created. 
Students will come away with a deeper understanding of the components of their community and learn how to 
make a difference in the world around them!





YEP! believes that engaging youth in 
local planning isn't just a strategy; it's a 

philosophy, a practice, a mantra.



Workshops for Planning Professionals



Are Youth capable of contributing to planning?



“Just one person can 
make a difference 
for many.”



National Planning Conference - Boys and Girls Club

Planning with Youth YEP!

https://youtu.be/AQwwyskV2vI


Planning Day in School - Elementary Schools



Planning Day in School - Middle Schools



After School Program - Girls, Inc



Young Adults - Larkin Street Youth Services



APA Chapter State Planning Conferences



City of Little Canada Park Master Plan



City of Phoenix Youth Engagement Plan



“We are so grateful to the 
Met Council for this 
opportunity to have our 
voices heard on these 
critical topics. And we are 
excited to see our 
recommendations 
reflected in the 2050 
plan.”

“Because this regional plan relies on the most recent Census numbers and 
envisions a future nearly 30 years from now, we need input from all residents in 
the region,” said Barajas. “This includes our youth, an often-underrepresented 
group that’s essential to any future plans we may have. We not only want to 
hear from them, we want our local youth to help lead the way as we discuss 
transit safety, regional park use, and responsible community stewardship.”

Metropolitan Council of the Twin Cities - Imagine 2050



Top 10 Ways to Engage Youth 
in Your Community

1. Host a Planning Day in School for your local school

2. Celebrate National Community Planning Month

a. Proclamation

b. City Planning Library Display

c. Scavenger Hunt

d. Photo Contest

3. Appoint a Planning Commission Youth Member

4. Include youth in your Stakeholder Groups/Workshops

5. Include youth engagement as part of your budget for 

Community Engagement

6. Include youth in your Planning Processes (Master Plans, 

Comprehensive Plans, etc)

7. Start a Youth Council

8. Host youth at your City Hall or begin a Citizen’s Academy 

for youth

9. Partner with other existing youth organizations

10. Invite youth the participate in your Community Surveys





Ava Tanner the City Planner
Children’s Book

Coming 

Soon!



YEP! is not just an organization; 
it's a movement of hope, change, 

and opportunity!





Thank You!


