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“Latino Urbanism: The way 
we use space”  



The 13 Colonies were open for business 

The Spanish had a tight grip on 
trade. This is why LA is 20 miles 
inland and not on the Pacific Ocean 



American Urban Planning is ROOTED IN 
A TRANSACTIONAL RELATIONSHIP 

WITH THE LAND

“THE HIGHEST AND 
BEST USE”



Indigenous Settlements 

Latinos have a different history of Land Use 

The Spanish Conquest and 
the “Law of the Indies “



 Indigenous wayfinding with nature   European wayfinding 
with words 



Cultural preservation 
through 

Food and Place! 



A tianguis is an open air market that dates back to 
Pre-Columbian Period 



Mexico City Tianguis 



US Latino Urbanism mixes Indigenous, 
Black and Spanish roots. 



The street as a transactional 
space - getting from point A 
and B 

The street as a space that 
creates relationships 
with its users 



Latino Preservation trough memory 



Chicano Utopia 1970’s
 Storytelling on blank walls



Political, spatial, and visual  
Resistance



Dead End Freeway Virgin 



1980s Latino use of space
for cultural, social & economic 

preservation



    Playing checkers with bottle tops 



Modern Tiangus
Walking   



Bus Stop Vendors 
Latino high ridership



Props humanize architecture



Murals fill in blank walls to help promote walking  



Pop-up Market 



   
Parking 
Space 
Virgin



   
Recycled  
Manufacturing 
Plant 



Latino Home Evolution



Fences for social 
interactions 



Before: 1990

Today: 2008





Fences are points of 
interaction 



Detroit Fence



Front yard 
Plaza  



Abuela’s Landscape



Party in 
the Front 
yard





             
The Latino Man Cave 



Old House New Porch



Front Yard Business





Day of the Dead Altar 







Latino Community Engagement 





Evolution of Place IT since 200
• Opened up a DTLA art gallery 
• Learned from Chicano artists how to 

engage through our senses

SINCE THEN, 1,500s of WORKSHOPS



Using our hands and 
senses to explore 

our relationship with 
the land and others

Objects help 
articulate their voice 

Allapattah Community Fellows



THE PSYCHOLOGY OF ENGAGING PEOPLE 
THROUGH THEIR HANDS AND SENSES



IT ALSO FAVORS THOSE WHO ARE LESS AFRAID 
OF CONFRONTATION AND WHO ARE 
COMFORTABLE WITH PUBLIC SPEAKING.

THIS FURTHER SKEWS OUTCOMES AS ONLY CERTAIN 
KINDS OF PEOPLE END UP SPEAKING.



Spanish: Build your favorite
 Childhood Memory 

Share it 

Build trust, empathy, & equalize the 
playing field.

This is your DNA for urban 
planning. 



Collaboration: Build your ideal community! 

Queer Latino Utopia Park in Austin



Outcomes: Collective Ideas & Values
Plans & Projects grounded in community  



Meet people where 
they are. (TiJuana) Make it family friendly 



“I loved this activity because I connected and 
learned about other people”  Rosa from 

Oaxaca 

“I was able to take what was in my mind and 
make it real.”  A young Latina 
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